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An informal town development of
a former entertainment district in Kyoto

There is an area called Shimabara that once bustled as an entertainment district
southeast of Tanbaguchi station, which is one stop away from Kyoto station. Al-
though remnants from the thriving old days can be glimpsed today in structures
such as the Daimon (main gate) that was once the entrance to Shimabara, Sumiya
that is now designated as an Important Cultural Property of Japan, and Wachigaiya
that is still in operation as a teahouse today, the district has been transformed into a
residential area.

In this district, attempts to utilize former inns and teahouses as hotels, cafés, and
shared houses are starting up. The most prominent example is the Kinse Ryokan.
The ground floor salon of this former inn with a 200-year-plus history was renovated
and opened as a café three years ago. In May 2012, its entire spacious second floor
was also renewed and opened as a modern inn that's limited to one group of guests
per night, which can be used like a daily rental cottage.

Moreover, Kyoto's real estate company Hachise that boasts an achievement of ef-
fectively converting over 200 Kyo-machiya buildings (traditional Kyoto townhouses)
is presently renovating a former teahouse to be used as a shared house. The person
now in charge of that project noticed Shimabara's potential while frequenting the
Kinse Inn Café as a guest. By utilizing the finely partitioned rooms that are characteris-
tic of old teahouses as living quarters, this shared house unique to Shimabara is sched-
uled to be completed in the spring of 2013. Architect Shigenori Uoya who is designing
this shared house says, “Shimabara is full of potential. Without adopting large-scale
measures like those called ‘town redevelopments,’ | believe it's possible to revitalize
the town by creating vibrant bases and linking them together.” A trend towards infor-
mal town redevelopment is about to take off from a former entertainment district.

MFFEF, http://pomu.tv
and Mie Takaghi (Kyoto). In addition to writing architecture-related material for magazines and newspapers, they also do illustrations
the age of the bubble economy (X-Knowledg

or which they handled the final editing, is on sale now.

SAEHREE 2 BEDIAR.
Kinse Ryokan's 2nd floor space.
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Kinse Ryokan's 2nd floor comprises mul-
tiple rooms, and accommodates up to 10
guests per night.
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The ground floor café at Kinse Ryokan.
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Teahouse buildings characteristi-
cally used mosaic tiles.
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A hideout like salon on the 2nd
floor of Kinse Ryokan.
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The building that had been transformed from
a teahouse into a café will open as a shared
house in the spring of 2013.
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